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INTRODUCTION

1t gives me a great pleasure in placing 10 the hands of Sanskrit
readers and scholars, this edition of Lalita Madhava Nataka of
Rupa-Gosvamin along with the old commentary of Nardyana,
for the first time critically edited wath the help of four manus-
cripts—two ipts with the y of Nardyapa,
obtained from Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona
and two manuscripts obtamed from Vikram Jyoti Prakashana,
Calcutta.

Ripa Gosvamin—The Author

Ripa Gosvimn was a scion of the Gosvamin-hne and
was a poet and rhetorician of high order. The previous his-
tory of the fanuly of Ripa and Sanatana Gosvamin is given by
&:1 Jiva Gosvimin as below :—

There was a prince of Karnataka, named Sarvajda Jagad-
guru of the Bhiradvija Gotra. His son Amwruddha was also
a renowned prince, Of Aniruddha’s two sons Ripesvara and
Harihara, by his two wives, the first became an accowplished
scholar, but the second took to evil ways and turned out his
elder brother from his principality. Rupe$vara, who had some-
where 1n the east, a son, named Padmanabha, who settled down
on the banks of the Ganges at Navahatta Grama performed a
sacrifice { Yajda ). He had five sons, of whom Mukunda was
the youngest. On accoust of a quarrel with hus relatives
Mukunda left Navahatta Grima and went to Fateyibad.
Mukunda had a son named Srikumira. Srikumira appears
to have three sons—Amara, Santosa and Vallabha, to whom
Lord Chaitanya Deva gave the names of Sandtana, Riipa and
Anupama respectively.

The eldest Sanitana appears to have learnt Sanskrit from
Ratnikara Vidydvachaspati, a scholar of Navadvipa. He be-
came a high official at the Mohammadan Court of Hussain
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Shah of Gauda +and settled with :shis brothers at the wvillage
Ramakeh Ripa also appears to have held some offical posi-
tion at the <amecourt By nature of a religious diwsposition,
they were attricted by the Great Reformer Lord Chanamya
Mahiprabhu  They left kome to become Ius disciples

With regard to the exact dites of Ripa Gosvimin no
authentic information 1s available, but from lus relanon to 4ri
Chatany: Mahdprabhu and from the dates of compoesition
recorded at the end of some of his own works, we can approu-
mately fix the period of lis huerary actiaty  These dates would
make 1t clear that the most flourishing period of Rupa Gosva-
min’s literaty activity falls tetween 1533 and 1550 A D, but
1t probably began asearlyas 1495 A D

The works of Rupa Gosvamin

The List of <cventeen works composed by Sri Ripa
Gosvimin mentiored by $ri Jiva Gosvimun 1s as follons —

(1) Hamsa Sandesa (Kavya), (2)Uddhava Sandesa
{Kavya), (3) Astidasa chhandas, (<) Uthabhi Vallari,
{ 5) Govinda birudavaly, { 6 ) Premendu Sigara (all stavas and
stotras ), (7) Vidagdha madhava ( Nataka), (8) Dinalel-
Lala alias Dinakeh Kavumudi ( Bhaniki ), (9 ) Lalita Midhava
(Nataka ), (10) Bhakhu Rasimrta Sindhu, (11) Uppatani-
lamani, (12) Mathurda Malimi ( now included in the Vara-
hapurina ), (13) Nitaka chandnl\i (Dramaturgy ), (15)
Szmhsipta Bhigvatamnita, {16 ) Ananda Mahodadin and (17)
Mulunda Muktaval: Bat the Bhakti-Ratnilara quotes some
traditional verses from which four more works are added 10 the
kst of Rapa GosvAmun's litesary efforts They are *—

(1) Sri Ganoddefa Diphi known as Radhilrsna
Ganoddeda Dipihi (both Brhat and Laghu), (2)Prayukta-
Myt chandnh, (3 ) Krsna janmatith: Vidh; and (4) Adta-
KilkadloMval, A work entitled as Smarana Manpalukidada
15 also ascribed to $ri Ripa Gosvimin



2
- Lalita Maidhava Nataka

In the three dramatic works of $ri Ripa Gosvammn the
Lalita Madhava Nataka 1s more cxfcnsive being 1n ten acts,
a2 more complicated 1n theme and plot, more parratne than
dramatic 10 conception and execution because there 1s a great
deal of dualouges but lttle incident. The commentary of
Nirayana explains that the object of the drama s to illustrate
the mamn features and charactenistics of Samrddhimat Sam-
bhogasrhgara defined by Riipa Gosvamin himself 1n hus Ujjvala-
nilamani. 1t describes not only the episode of Srikrsna’s
-erotic sports at Vrndavana, but also at Mathurd and Dwirika.

Briefly speaking, the plot of the Lalta Midhava Nitaka is
as follows "—

Paurgamdsi Mother of Sandipani Muni and disciple of
Devarsi Nirada muni, reveals the ongin of Chandravali and
Radhiki, who, as two daughters of Vindhya Gin, are related as
sisters, a fact of which they themselves were unaware. The
infant Chandravali, having been stolen by Ptana { Demoress ),
an emissary of Kamsa-Rija fell from her hands in a strcam
and was found by Bhismaka the king of Vidarbha. She was
maintained by him as lus own daughter. Rukmini and Radha’s
story is ascnibed later on to the Sixteen thousand and one hunp-
dred Gopis, who worshipped Kityayani Devi and Kimikhya
Deviof Kimrlipa Desa and received the boon of obtaining
Srikrsma as their husband. The other chief Gopis—Padma,
Nignijitt, Bhadra, Laksmani, Saivyi, Syimali or Madr3 and
Lalita, were all originally Princesses, while Visakha was the in-
carnated river Yamurnd, daughter of the Sun God. We are
also intimated here that there was regular marriage of Chandra-
vall and Ridhkd with Srikrsna, who already being the
wives of Gopas, Govardhana and Ablimanyu respectively, is
described as the effect of Maya ( armif¥asi). This 15 also true
in the case of other Gopls, when their socalled husbands, the
Gopas could never look zpon them as their wives.

The objest of the first act is to describe gt chiefly with
reference to Chandravali and Radhikd. It depicts the return
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ng home of Srikrsna i the evemng after tending cows all
the day, and his meetines, separately with Chandrivall and
Radhiki, but both the meetines are interrupted by the vmilance
of their respective mother-in laws Bhiirunda and Jaula

The next morning opens an act 1L with reference to St
krgna s nocturnal sports with the Gopis It thus gives the poet
an opportumty to present Padma and Syamala, the two com
pamons of Chandravali as fageaqn and eandtangst heroines
respectively  1n  the ymeantme, the demon Sambhachuda 1s
sent by Ramsa to kidnap Ridhika who 1s reported to have
been marmied to Srikrgna, and who 1s enthroned as the chief
ofthe Gopts  She coes to worshup the Sun God, Srikrgna
1n disguise appears as a Brihmanslumara, the priest 1o offiae
at the cermony, but the little comedy 1s upset by the reported
arrival of Samhhachuda demon, whom Srikrsma duly Mills
behund the scene This act 1s called WFYEIT on account of
thts incident,

In act 111 Akrira comes to feich Srikrgna and Baladevn
to Mathura and the sorrows of the varnious Gopis at thewr
departure are descnibed, but the main theme of the act, which
15 cailed Unmatta Radhika, consists of Ruadhiha s wailing and
mad sexrch for Srikysna She jumps into the Tiver Yamuni
and 15 1ost with Vidakhi, but a voice from divine ( sngraamt )
reveals that she has gone 10 the other world by passing through
the orb of the Sun Her companion Laltd also jumps from
the top of a hull to Jall herself

The fourth act changes the scene from the joyless Vrndi
vana t6 Mathurd, and reveals the corresponding sorrows of
Srikrgna due to separation from Chandravall, RidhA3 and
lus beloved Gop Ms  In the meantime, Chandrinali who s
really Rukm ny, has been carned away by her brother Rukmin,
who 15 ashamed of her being brought to Vyndivana, 1n order
that she should be suitably marnied 1o Siupila, ang of
Ched:  The sixteen thousand and one hundred Gopihis were
also foreibly abducted by the Naralisura, so that one must
imagine that Vendvana was by this time desolated
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Inorder to entertain sorrowful Srikrspa, Paurgamdsi
arranges the staping of a play winch Srikrspa witnesses. 1t
discribes an episode of Srikrsna-Lild at Vrndavana, in which
Srikrsna manages to decewve Jatild by assurmpg the disguise
of Abmmanyu, her son and Radhika’s husband and obtains her
permission to sport with Radhika

The act fifth gives a new version of the abduction of Chan-
dravali at Kundina-Nagara, contrived by the scheme of Paurpa-
masi. Srikrsna accompanied by Suparna (Garuda) enters
apd abducts Chandravall with the connivance of her father
Bhismaka but against the wishes of her brother Rukmin.

The sixth act 15 cooccrned mainly with a new version of”
the winning of Satyabhamad, daugther of king Satrijita, and
recovery of the §; ka Jewel ( fr). Satyabhiams,
we are told before, is transformed Radhikd, who, along with
the Syamantaka Jewel, was given by the Sun God 25 a reward
of devotion to king Satrajita. ViSvakarman, father of Sungod’s
wife Samjdd, builds a Nava-Vrnddvana at Dwirika, where
Chandravali is 1nstalled as the queen and Satyabhima 1s left in
her protection. The 1dea of a token or sifiv=a is also intro-
duced, for Satyabhdma would not have been recogmised as
Ridhika until Srikrsna presents her with the Syamantaka
Jewel recovered from Jambavata, along with his daughter
Jambavati ( Lalta ).

The seventh act describes the secret meeting of Satyabhima
with Srikrspa, who shows her a speaking image of Radhiki
made by Vi$vakarman, but Chandravali, of course, comes upon
the scene and interrupts the meeting.

The eighth act continues the love-affairs at Dwérika in a new
atmosphere. This act makes a little comedy of errors based
upon Chandrivali’s jealousy of Satyabhama by the exchange of
two caskets of ornaments made by Visvakarman for the two
Tadies respectively. This is incidentaly related to the rescue of
Vidzkha, reborn as a woman ascetic by Srikrspa who brings
her to Dwirika.
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Tac munth a6k TePOrts sumiar rescue of Padma, Bhadra and
Syamnla, aswell 1s sivteen thousand one hundred Gopas, hu_l
1ts principal theme s the depuction of remimseent love by $r
krna s showing to Satyabhima 1 <eries of cavesfrescoes made
by Visvakarmun, beinne on the Vrndavana Lih

The teath 1nd st act desertbes the denouncement with 1o
lround happy ending  The Sy imantaky jewel atlist 1 sent
by Satryta hang - Srikrena enters 1n the disgure of one of
the muds sent by the hang with Syamimaka jeael, bt 1he ek
1s discovered  This brings aboat Chandrivalt's recogn tion of
Radhiba apd grace of the situation nthe pproved stvle of
Natika  The play ends with re tmon 1ifected by the efforts of
Nanda, Yasodd and others who came to Dwarkd, which s
now comverted nto a really new Vrndavana

The dramiic works of $n Rupr Goavimin are more
serioas composuion of an entirely different characters, although
all of them deal with certun aspe-ts of Srivmsna-Lil and
15 mystic erotic possibilities

The old Krsna-legend 15 modified 1n the hght of the con-
ception of Chaitany sect and the works are deliberately come
posed inconformity with its own Rasa $istra 1n order that
they may plustrate the hundreds of meeties of 1ts claborate
scheme of devotonal sepument 1§t 15 natural that profuse
quotations are gnven from these dramatic works in the treaticca—
The Bhalurasimra Sirdhy, the Uppalanilamam and the
Nitaka-Chandrihd of Ripr Gosvinun hamsell by way of
wusiration  These works are nghtly held i Jugh esteem by
the devotess of the fauh, and marked by considerable and core
ful hyeraty efforts They are remarkably bt on the pocuic
side Normally these dramas are peculiar types of .composiion

s hich the Vidagdha ang vidvat combine with the Rasiha and
Bhakta

0 spus of an ehvborate efort 1o bring
bold and ingemous modification of th,
Krsna legend,

abouta variey by
e simplicity of the origina)
b 3wl be seen that the consiraction of the Lalla
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Midhava Nataka pl d as it is, 15 mostly based on tradj-
tional Nitaka and Natik3 style and does not reveal so much of
originahity. Rupa Gosvamin certawnly possesses considerable
literary skill, and 1t1s always elegant, often picturesque and
sometimes touching. The poverty of action and weakness of

isation are ch 15tics enough 1n the latter
decandent Sanskrit dramas, but Ripa Gosvamin, out of respect
for texts and traditions, wrntes more for hterary and theologi-
cal than really to dramatic effects. The central 1dea of the
superionity of the Vindavana Lila, no doubt, supplies a drama-
tic motive, but 1 spitc of the umty of action which imparts,
the works are really a serzes of narrative episodes loosely strung
together by a semblance of dramatic form. Here, as else-
where, most of the umportant incidents are reported instead of
being represented.
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